
Let Them Serve

LET THEM SERVE

A TRAINING PROGRAM FOR ELDERS

Dr Gregory Edward Reynolds
2005
Introduction

1. his course has been instituted to fulfill part of the requirements for the training of the New Covenant office of elder (1 Timothy 3:1-7).  Assessment of candidates, on-the-job training, training in the standards of particular denominations and churches is the task of local leadership.  

2. The completion of this course does not imply that a particular student is qualified or sufficiently prepared to hold special office in the church.  That is the task of the ordained elders of the particular church of which you are a member.

3. The theological perspective of this course is reformed theology as expressed in the Westminster Standards.  The particular denominational standards used in this course will be The Book of Church Order of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 2005.  One does not have to agree with every part of these standards to benefit from this course.  The questions, concerns and even disagreements that you may have will be addressed throughout the course.

4. The course requires diligent, thoughtful and prayerful preparation.  Each course hour will require at least one hour of reading and reflection on the assigned material.  Come to class prepared to answer and ask questions.
Class Syllabus

ADD TEACHING ON COVENANTS, THEONOMY, JUSTIFICATION
Gordon, “Theonomy: A Taxonomy”

Required Reading (with bullets ()
( Williamson, The Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes

( Williamson, The Shorter Catechism (vol.2)

( Berghoef and DeKoster, The Elder’s Handbook
( The Book of Church Order of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 2005
( The Confession of Faith and Catechisms (OPC edition with Scripture proof texts, 2005)

( Blanchard, Ultimate Questions

( Scipione, Timothy, Titus and You
( Churchill, Lest We Forget

( Hart and Muether, Fighting the Good Fight [Rian, The Presbyterian Conflict]

( The By-Laws of the Presbytery of New York and New England

( The By-Laws of Amoskeag Presbyterian Church
Optional for Further Reading [in brackets]

Hodge, AA, The Confession of Faith [Hodge, WCF]

Shaw, An Exposition of the Confession of Faith
Clark, What Do Presbyterians Believe?

Steele and Thomas, The Five Points of Calvinism

Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied

Rayburn, O Come Let Us Worship

Adams, Handbook of Church Discipline
Adams, Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage

Douma, Infant Baptism and Conversion

Miller, Baptism and Christian Education
Owen, Works, vol. 16, “Infant Baptism and Dipping,” pp. 258-269

Brown, Order in the Offices

Coppes, Who Will Lead Us?
Witherow, The Apostolic Church
Williamson, Understanding the Times
Van Til, The Defense of the Faith
Pratt, Every Thought Captive
Schlossberg and Olasky, Turning Point

Allis, Prophecy and the Church
Cox, Amillenialism Today

Miller, The Ruling Elder

Dickson, The Elder and His Work

Optional Books may be ordered from three sources: Cumberland Valley 1-800-656-0231;

Great Christian Books 1-800-775-5422; Great Commisions Publications 1-800-695-3387.
Listen to weeks 1-3 on tape (meet October 1 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon)_______________
WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION & SCRIPTURE 

( Williamson, The Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes (hereafter WCF), 

Chapter 1, pp. 1-22. [Hodge, WCF]

WEEK 2: GOD AND THE FALL 

(God, Trinity, Decree, Creation, Providence, Fall)
( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 2-6, pp. 23-61. [Hodge, WCF]

WEEK 3: ACCOMPLISHMENT & APPLICATION OF REDEMPTION - I

(Covenant, Christ the Mediator, Free Will, Effectual Calling, Faith & Repentance)

( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 7-11, pp. 62-102. 

[Hodge, WCF; Steele and Thomas, The Five Points of Calvinism; Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied]

Listen to weeks 4-6 on tape (meet October 22 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon)______________

WEEK 4: ACCOMPLISHMENT & APPLICATION OF REDEMPTION - II

(Justification, Adoption, Sanctification, GoodWorks, Perseverance, Assurance)
( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 12-17, pp. 103-136. [Hodge, WCF]

( Williamson, WSC, vol.2, pp. 1-80. [Larger Catechism, Questions 91-149]

WEEK 5: GOD’S LAW & PUBLIC WORSHIP

(Law of God, Christian Liberty, Worship, Sabbath , Oaths & Vows)
( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 18-21, pp. 137-179. [Hodge, WCF]

( Williamson, WSC, vol.2, pp. 81-161.

( Berghoef and DeKoster, The Elder’s Handbook, Chapter 6, pp. 81-90

( The Book of Church Order of the O PC, “The Directory for Public Worship,” pp. 133-153.

[Rayburn, O Come Let Us Worship]

WEEK 6: CHURCH & SACRAMENTS

(Marriage & Divorce, Church, Communion of Saints, Sacraments)
( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 22-27, pp. 180-230. [Hodge, WCF]

( The Elder’s Handbook, Chapters 8, 13, pp. 97-120; 165-174

[Adams, Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage; Neilands, Studies in the Covenant of Grace; Douma, Infant Baptism and Conversion; Miller, Baptism and Christian Education; Owen, Works, vol. 16, “Infant Baptism and Dipping,” pp. 258-269]

Listen to weeks 7-8 on tape (meet November 19 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon)____________
WEEK 7: CHURCH GOVERNMENT

(Church Discipline, the State, Church Government)
( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 28-30, pp. 231-251. [Hodge, WCF]

( The Elder’s Handbook, Chapters 9,10, pp. 121-140;

( The Book of Church Order of the OPC, “The Book of Discipline,”  pp. 97-132.
[Adams, Handbook of Church Discipline; Brown, Order in the Offices;

Witherow, The Apostolic Church, Coppes, Who Will Lead Us?, Chapters 1-9, pp. 1-104;

Miller, The Ruling Elder, Chapters 10, 15, pp. 216-243; 302-322;

Dickson, The Elder and His Work, Chapter 9, pp. 55-57]
WEEK 8: ESCHATOLOGY & MISSIONS

(Glorification, Eschatology, Apologetics, Evangelism, Missions)

( Williamson, WCF, Chapters 31, 32, pp. 252-267. [Hodge, WCF]

( The Elder’s Handbook, Chapters 19-21, pp. 235-258;

( Blanchard, Ultimate Questions
[R.B. Kuiper, God Centered Evangelism, Metzger, Tell the Truth; Williamson, Understanding the Times; Van Til, The Defense of the Faith; Pratt, Every Thought Captive; Schlossberg and Olasky, Turning Point; Allis, Prophecy and the Church; Cox, Amillenialism Today]

Listen to weeks 9-10 on tape (meet December 10 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon)___________
WEEK 9: QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
( The Elder’s Handbook, Chapters 1-4, 11,  pp. 1-66; 141-152

( The Book of Church Order of the OPC, Chapters 1-11, pp. 1-18.

( Eyers, The Elders of the Church, Chapters 1, 5-8, pp. 1-8; 25-46
( Scipione, Timothy, Titus and You, Lessons 1, 2, pp. 1-22

[Miller, The Ruling Elder, Chapter 11, pp. 244-259;

Dickson, The Elder and His Work, Chapters 1, 2, pp. 1-9]

WEEK 10: THE NATURE & DUTIES OF OFFICE - I
( The Elder’s Handbook, Chapters 5, 7, pp. 67-80; 91-96.

( The Book of Church Order of the OPC, Chapters 12-19, pp. 19-35.

( Eyers, The Elders of the Church, Chapters 3, 4, pp. 14-24

( Scipione, Timothy, Titus and You, Lessons 3, 4, pp. 23-40

[Miller, The Ruling Elder, Chapter 8, pp. 172-191;

Dickson, The Elder and His Work, Chapters 3-8, pp. 10-54]

Listen to weeks 11-12 on tape (meet January 21 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon)___________
WEEK 11: THE NATURE & DUTIES OF OFFICE - II
( The Elder’s Handbook, Chapters 12, 14, 15, pp. 153-164; 175-206

( The Book of Church Order of the OPC, Chapters 27-32, pp. 82-95.

( Eyers, The Elders of the Church, Chapters 11, 12, pp. 59-69

( Scipione, Timothy, Titus and You, Lessons 5, 6, pp. 41-60

[Miller, The Ruling Elder, Chapter 9, pp. 192-215;

Dickson, The Elder and His Work, Chapters 10-13, pp. 58-82]

WEEK 12: ORDINATION & CONCLUSION

( The Elder’s Handbook, Part V, pp. 207-234.

( The Book of Church Order of the OPC, Chapters 20-26, pp. 36-81.

( Eyers, The Elders of the Church, Chapters 2, 9, 10, pp. 9-13; 47-58

( Scipione, Timothy, Titus and You, Lessons 7-9, pp. 61-80

[Miller, The Ruling Elder, Chapters 12-14, pp. 260-301]

FINAL MEETING February 11 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon

( Q & A 

( Discuss Ministry of the Church
( Meet with Wives: 

Session Meetings: Tuesday 7:00 PM, February ; March ; April ;  
Examinations: May
Pastoral Visits: to be scheduled
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